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2010-2011 Season in Review Wendy Director 
Our 78th Season !
Enrollment & Diversity 
One hundred and six musicians participated in the orchestra this season. The musicians ranged in age 
from 11 to 22 with an average age of  15. We had 55 girls and 51 boys who hailed from 26 cities and 
five counties in the Bay Area. We had 49 musicians (46 percent) who lived in Alameda County, 48 
musicians (45 percent) who lived in Contra Costa County, three musicians (3 percent) who lived in 
Marin County, three musicians (3 percent) who lived in San Francisco, and three (3 percent) who 
lived in Sonoma counties.  !
Retreat, Rehearsals and Seating 
For the twenty-first year, the annual retreat was held at Hidden Valley Music Seminars in Carmel 
Valley. This is a bonding opportunity for the students, and a time when the group musically becomes 
an ensemble. Regular Monday night rehearsals and four intensive rehearsals were held at Crowden 
Music Center. YPSO utilizes a successful approach of  sectionals followed by full orchestra rehearsal. 
New members were seated with more advanced veterans for mentoring and to even the sound across 
string sections. !
Coaches 
We are fortunate to draw our sectional coaches from among the most gifted and dedicated music 
educators in the Bay Area. The faculty is selected on the basis of  their outstanding musicianship and 
skill at guiding young players through the maze of  challenges found in orchestral music. Our stage 
would be empty were it not for dozens of  inspiring, discerning, articulate music teachers who 
recommend YPSO to their students and prepare them to play in the orchestra. In February 2015, 
YPSO’s long-time horn coach, Stuart Gronningen, retired and he was replaced by Meredith Brown 
and Alicia Telford. !
Volunteers 
Volunteering connects the parent community more closely with the orchestra and provides a more 
in-depth view of  the music education their students receive. YPSO requires 15 hours of  family 
participation each season in addition to the mandatory requirement of  one rehearsal parent duty and 
one snack parent duty.  Our rehearsal parents each stay for one half  of  the rehearsal so that we 
always have an extra adult on hand.  Snack parents, in teams of  two, provide refreshments for our 
100+ musicians.  We have had 90% family volunteer participation for the 10th  straight year! !!!



Fundraising, Financial Aid & Finances 
Tuition remained at $1300 per musician. Major funding came from the Bernard E. and Alba Witkin 
Charitable Foundation; Civic Arts Commission of  the City of  Berkeley; Clorox Company 
Foundation; Freiger Family Trust and Valdez Hill; Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation; David and 
Margaret Brown; Burr Pilger Meyer; Margot Harrison; Kiwanis Club of  Berkeley; Philip Ross and 
Meredith Montgomery; and Devon Marvin Music Foundation.  !
In December 2014, at the direction of  David Wolf  and Meredith Montgomery, we undertook a first 
ever end-of-the-year appeal via a Vertical Response email blast. David Davis and Keith Gleason 
designed and sent the email appeal. We sent two donation emails on December 27 and 30, 2014 to 
our Vertical Response list of  1,335. T email appeal yielded a respectable $7,630.  !
As part of  the end of  the year appeal, David Davis called up our long-time sponsors, Bernard E. and 
Alba Witkin Charitable Foundation, and spoke to the Witkin’s son, Ken Kuchman, following Alba’s 
death in late December 2014.  David met with Ken and the Foundation in January 2015 and secured 
a $5,000 donation from the Witkin Foundation. !
Parent contributions remained generous. Fundraising activities included Peet’s Coffee concerts; a 
Sports Basement shared revenue day; and a successful Practice-a-Thon that raised over $10,000. !
The Silent Auction, held at the second performance of  the Spring Concert on Sunday, May 3, 2015 
yielded $7,000.  !
On May 16, 2015, YPSO violin coach Heghine Boloyan held an Armenian dinner party at her house 
as a fundraiser for the orchestra. 20 people attended the event that featured YPSO musicians who 
played Armenian music. The event raised $ 2000 for YPSO.  !
Program Ads 
We did not require families to purchase or sell program ads this season, although several families did 
place ads. As a result, we had a higher proportion of  independent (non-YPSO affiliate) sales, and 
lower over-all sales. Total revenue for Program Ad sales was $2000. !
Grants 
YPSO was successful in winning two grants in the spring of  2014. The orchestra won a grant from 
the Berkeley Arts Commission of  $6,800 for the period of  2014-16. YPSO won a $2,300 ArtsFund 
grant from the Alameda County Arts Commission for the period of  2014-16. The orchestra hadn’t 
received the Alameda County ArtsFund grant since 2010, so this was gratifying. We also received an 
$1,100 grant—$300 more than ever before—in June 2015 from the San Francisco Musical Fund 
Society (Local 6 union) to fund a musician’s tuition. Orchestra Manager David Davis and 
Administrative Assistant Keith Gleason worked on the grant applications together.  In conjunction 
with our performance at the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek on February 1, 2015, we 
applied for, but didn’t win a grant from the Lesher Foundation. !
Scholarships 
Each season, we have approximately 15-20 percent of  our musicians on scholarship. If  they are good 
enough to play the music and pass our audition, they can join us. We don't turn anyone away, 
regardless of  his or her ability to pay. For 2014-15, we had 13 musicians request $12,500 in 
scholarships, an average of  $962 per musician. !!!!
Board of  Directors  
David A. Wolf  remained as President.  Also continuing their service were officers Meredith 



Montgomery, Vice-President; Brian Frazier, Treasurer; Lynn Mackay, Secretary, resigned in October 
2014, and Carey Chern stepped in to take her place on an interim basis.  Kevin Dimler, Meredith 
Montgomery, and Kent Brandenburg also resigned from the board. Parents Paul Cheng, Vladimir 
Gurevich, and Jane Marvin joined the board during the season. Two musician representatives also 
joined the board:  violinists Dana Zhu and Andrew Liu.  !
Board Retreat on June 20, 2015 at Crowden School 
The board held a retreat at the Crowden School on June 20, 2015. Topics included the organization’s 
mission and values, strategic planning and YPSO’s future, fiscal matters and reserves, overview of  the 
2014-15 season, post-season survey of  parents, 2016 United Kingdom Tour and touring in general, 
committee sign ups and task force sign ups, fund raising and development presentation of  Lara 
Morgan, Piper Payne, and Paul Cheng, and leadership and succession planning.  Board President 
David Wolf  was re-elected as President; Valdez Hill became the new Vice President; Brian Frazier 
was re-elected Treasurer; and Piper Payne became the new Secretary.  !
Human Resources 
David E. Davis continued as the Orchestra Manager. Additional staff: Nicola Gruen, Librarian; Keith 
Gleason, Administrative Assistant; Margaret Webb, Bookkeeper. Victoria Leach, Rehearsal 
Receptionist for the 2013-14 season, did not return for 2014-15, and David Davis and parent 
volunteers assumed her duties at rehearsals. !
Peralta Community College District Arts Alliance 
Under the Peralta Community College District Arts Alliance, eligible YPSO musicians may enroll in 
the College Orchestra/Music 30 course at Laney College for two units of  college credit during the 
fall and spring semesters. Maestro Ramadanoff  receives a stipend as the course’s instructor. For Fall 
2014, 34 musicians enrolled and received credit for the course while 25 musicians received credit for 
the Spring 2015 course.  During the season, the staff  of  the Laney College Admissions and Records 
Office informed us that they will no longer allow any of  our musicians to register for credit in the 
class who are under the age of  14. The change is an enforcement of  an existing PCCD policy that 
the Admissions and Records staff  ignored for our musicians and OYO and BYO musicians 
previously.  The new enforcement will reduce our enrollment by about three musicians per semester, 
which is a minor concern since we need 25 musicians per semester enrolled in the YPSO class to 
keep it viable. !
Berkeley Symphony Internship Program 
The Berkeley Symphony again invited five of  our string players to participate in their internship 
program for YPSO musicians, playing three of  the orchestra’s four concert sets and learning the 
music alongside the orchestra’s adult professionals. YPSO’s interns: Alexandra Lee, violin; Daniel 
Neyshloss, violin; Amanda Woo, viola; Kayla Reagan, viola; and Michael Basili, viola. They played a 
world premieres of  Bettison and Heggie while also playing masterworks of  Sibelius, Elgar, Ades, 
Tchaikovsky, Ravel and Brahms.  !
Following the end of  the season in May 2015, Berkeley Symphony’s concertmaster, Franklyn 
D’Antonio, informed YPSO that they wouldn't need any of  our musicians for next season.  The 
decision had nothing to do with our musicians’ abilities and performances. Rather, according to 
Franklyn, Rene Mandel, Berkeley Symphony’s Executive Director, had raised enough money to allow 
the Symphony to hire all professional musicians for the 2015-16 season.  Thus, after six seasons and 
about 40 musician interns, the YPSO Berkeley Symphony Internship program came to a close.  !!!
Outside Performance Opportunities  (Gigs) 
Gigs included the Christmas Concert at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of  the Ascension in 
December 2014 with 21 YPSO musicians participating; Berkeley Symphony’s Family Concerts in 



April 2015 at Malcolm X Middle School with six YPSO musicians participating; and Saturdays 
throughout the season at Peet’s Coffee in Berkeley with several YPSO ensembles participating.  !
Community Outreach Concerts 
The orchestra had a free concert at the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek on February 1, 
2015 and, thanks to a $1,500 grant from the Devon Marvin Music Foundation, YPSO offered free 
admission to all students and their accompanying chaperones to the Spring Concert’s May 3, 2015 
performance at the Scottish Rite Center in Oakland. !
Internal Communication with Hello YPSO 
Hello YPSO, the weekly e-newsletter, which is sent to all current parents and students via Constant 
Contact, continued to be the orchestra’s primary instrument of  internal communication. Divided into 
sections, it contains a message from Music Director/Conductor David Ramadanoff, Orchestra 
Manager David Davis, information about upcoming concerts and ticket links, outside Gig 
information, and announcements.  !
After some initial problems with Constant Contact at the beginning of  the season due to the way 
Yahoo handled/bounced emails from CC, we returned to normal response numbers for Hello YPSO. 
On an average each week this season, 65 percent, or 196, of  the 303 musicians, parents, coaches, 
board members and staff  opened Hello YPSO. The total number who read the orchestra’s emails is 
probably much higher given than most email client windows allow users to scroll through any email 
with a preview pane; therefore, they don’t need to open an email to read it.  !
External Communications with Vertical Response Emails 
As with each of  the past six seasons, the orchestra continued to use Vertical Response as YPSO’s 
email marketing vendor. Our list of  1,330 contacts consists of  current musicians and parents, 
coaches, alumni, and other supporters. For the 2014-15 season, we sent three marketing emails for 
each concert three weeks, nine days, and two-three days prior to each concert. We send the concert 
flyer in the first email, a more comprehensive second email with information about the music and 
soloists, and then a final email reminder. All emails have links to each concert’s Brown Paper Tickets 
page along with directional maps for the venue.  !
Brown Paper Tickets 
We continued to sell concert tickets online via Brown Paper Tickets at no cost to the orchestra. All 
purchasers pay the Brown Paper Ticket fee. We averaged about 30 tickets sold online per concert.  !
Facebook Page 
For 2014-15, we used Facebook more than ever to post concert dates and flyers, photos of  
musicians, videos of  past performances, and videos of  concerts from the season.  We began paying 
for small boosts in our postings, which typically cost $20 for one day.  When a YPSO post is boosted, 
our ads are optimized to reach people within our audience who are likely to take some action on the 
ad, such as sharing it.  For example, we boosted one post for $60 of  a photo and accompanying 
video of  violinist Ellie Kanayama, a Concerto Competition winner. The $60 post reached 10,700 
people, had 190 likes, 16 shares, and six comments.  The response was astonishing and it surpassed 
anything we’d ever posted on the orchestra’s Facebook Page.  In 2014-15, we created 62 posts, the 
most ever in one season. We will continue to expand our strategic use of  FB to get more current 
musicians, parents, alumni and the community engaged with the orchestra.  !!!
Board Member Paul Cheng Creates New Website 
New YPSO board member and parent Paul Cheng led the effort to redesign and update the YPSO 
website. It went live in March. Feedback from musicians and parent was positive. It’s much more 
appealing visually and is designed to promote and highlight the orchestra for current members and 



alumni, too, in a much more comprehensive way. It has integrated Social Media capabilities with 
Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, Google+ and Tumblr that will help to promote the orchestra better.  !
Parent Survey in February 2015  
In February, with board president David Wolf ’s direction, YPSO undertook a survey of  current 
parents. The vast majority of  parents had very positive things to say about YPSO and their 
children's experience. They gave the orchestra high marks in virtually every area. The survey 
results showed musical direction under David Ramadanoff  is strong, the repertoire is 
interesting and suitably challenging, and the students are engaged and learning. Some parents 
even commented that they think YPSO is the best youth orchestra in the Bay Area! The 
tuition dollar in relation to the value provided was rated excellent, but parents expressed 
concerns about the orchestra’s finances and the cost of  touring, which the board shares. !
Rehearsal Venue Change; 2014-15 was YPSO’s Last Year at Crowden  
After nearly a decade, YPSO completed its final season of  rehearsals at the Crowden School in 
Berkeley in 2014-15. In the summer of  2014, the Crowden School leadership notified the board and 
orchestra manager David Davis that they had elected not to renew our rehearsal venue lease for 
2015-16. The growth of  Crowden’s programs the past few years necessitated that they use all of  the 
school’s space on Monday evenings and weekends to accommodate the school’s expanding programs 
and lessons beginning in Fall of  2015. The Crowden School and YPSO enjoyed a cordial business 
relationship for nearly a decade, characterized by mutual admiration. Many YPSO musicians were 
Crowden students and some YPSO sectional coachers are Crowden instructors.  !
The board formed a venue search committee, which looked at many possible new rehearsal venues in 
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, trying to find a central location for the majority (91 percent) of  
our musicians who live in those two counties. Orchestra Manager David Davis and Music Director 
David Ramadanoff  visited sites in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. Eventually, the search 
committee identified the First Congregational Church of  Oakland as YPSO’s new home. We held a 
regular rehearsal there in March of  2015 as a trial run, and received mostly positive feedback about 
the venue from parents and musicians. It is more expensive than our lease at Crowden, and it does 
move our rehearsals out of  Berkeley after 78 seasons, but the board decided to make First 
Congregational YPSO’s new rehearsal home as the most suitable and secure venue we could find that 
is centrally located and can accommodate our space needs.  !
Concerts 
We presented seven concerts in 2014-2015: Fall Concert with two performances at the First 
Congregational Church of  Berkeley; Winter Concert with two performances at the Walnut Creek 
Presbyterian Church and the Lesher Center for the Arts in Walnut Creek; Spring Concert and Silent 
Auction with one performance at the Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church and one at the Oakland 
Scottish Rite Center, where the annual Silent Auction was held in addition to the online auction that 
began several days before the concert. Our last concert of  the season was the annual Kiwanis Pops 
Concert at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of  the Ascension in Oakland. Music Director/Conductor 
David Ramadanoff  selected repertoire that would challenge the players and give each member ample 
opportunity to play, as always. !!
Fall Concert Performances on November 1 and 2, 2014 
Our opening concerts of  the 78th season were held at the First Congregational Church of  Berkeley.  
It was a return to one of  the best venues the orchestra has consistently played at over the past eight 
seasons after playing most concerts at El Cerrito High School in the 2013-14 season. The concert 
provided challenging music for all sections of  the orchestra, and featured Berlioz’s Overture to 
Benvenuto Cellini, Debussy’s Nocturnes Nos. 1 (Nuages) and 2 (Fetes) l, and Saint Saens’ Symphony No. 
3 (with organ) with Elizabeth Forsyth, guest organist. Maestro Ramadanoff  said he believed it “was 



one of  the strongest opening programs I can remember, both in the level of  YPSO's performances 
and in the difficulty of  the music.” !
Classical music writer Cheryl North penned a nice preview article  (which 
also had an accompanying photograph of  guest soloist Elizabeth Forsyth) 
of  the Fall Concert in her October 23, 2014 “to Music” column in the Bay 
Area News Group Papers that included in print the Contra Costa Times, the 
Oakland Tribune and San Jose Mercury News and online.  Writer Janet Levaux 
also wrote a good preview article about the concert that appeared in the 
November 1, 2014 Bay Area News Group neighborhood newspapers that 
also featured photographs of  Forsyth, and YPSO musicians Joshua 
Herman and Katherine Chen.  KDFC radio hosts announced (plugged) 
the concert on air the week of  the concert. !!!
Seven Winners Chosen in Concerto Competition that was Held on 
November 9 
Fifteen musicians who have participated in YPSO for at least one season auditioned for the Concerto 
Competition on November 9 at Crowden. The judges, Music Director David Ramadanoff, violist and 
conductor Rem Djemilev, who is Music Director of  Young People's Chamber Orchestra, and Monica 
Scott, who is a cellist and cello teacher.  They chose a record seven winners:  Katherine Chen, piano; 
Leon Chou, piano; Jin-Young Heo, violin; Ellie Kanayama, violin; Mitchell Marvin, oboe; Eitan 
Spiegel, tuba; and Oliver Taylor, trumpet.  !
Winter Concert Performances on January 31 and February 1, 2015 
The program showcased the orchestra in Gershwin’s An American in 
Paris and Ravel’s Rapsodie Espagnole and featured three Concerto 
Competition winners: Katherine Chen, piano, in Falla’s Nights in the 
Gardens of  Spain; Ellie Kanayama, violin, in Wieniawski’s Violin 
Concerto No. 2 in D minor; and Oliver Taylor, trumpet, in 
Arutiunian’s Trumpet Concerto. All three Concerto Competition 
winners displayed mature artistry and command of  their concerti 
while the orchestra also gave exciting performances of  An American 
in Paris and nuanced interpretations of  Rapsodie Espagnole.  !
Writer Janet Levaux wrote a good preview article of  the concert that 
had accompanying photographs of  the three soloists, which ran in 
the Bay Area New Group neighborhood newspapers in Alameda, 
Oakland, and Berkeley. KDFC radio announcers plugged the 
concerts the week of  the performances. !!
Spring Concert Performances on May 2 and May 3, 2015 
The Spring Concert performances were on Saturday, May 2, at the 
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, and Sunday, May 3, at the 
Scottish Rite Center in Oakland. The program featured 
internationally acclaimed violist and UC Santa Barbara music 
professor, Helen Callus, in the world premiere of  YPSO alumnus 
(2011, viola) Greg Rathje’s “The Midpoint,” a virtuosic piece for 
viola and orchestra. Greg, who served as YPSO’s principal violist 
and was a Concerto Competition winner during his senior year of  
high school in 2010-11, was thrilled to have Maestro Ramadanoff  
and his former orchestra give the premiere of  his new piece that he 



wrote for Callus. Inspired by Dante’s Divine Comedy, it evokes the soul’s journey as it transitions from 
the earthly to the heavenly realm, said Rathje. “The piece is a beautiful 
one movement work that showcases the viola and pushes the limits of  
virtuosic writing,” said Callus. Callus also joined the orchestra in 
several movements of  Berlioz’s Harold in Italy.  
 
The other works on the program were American composer James 
Beckel’s Musica Mobilis, a piece for brass and percussion, and Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 1 (the Titan).  The orchestra had previously played the 
Beckel work during the 2008-09 season, and it was the first time YPSO 
had played a Mahler Symphony. The hard work and practice showed 
off  in the Mahler as the orchestra gave a good performance of  the 
demanding 60-minute symphony. !
The Silent Auction was held in conjunction with the Sunday, May 3 performance.  Company, private 
and parent donations, an online preview auction David Davis set up, and parent volunteers made it a 
successful event, which raised $7,000 for the orchestra. !
On the Sunday prior to the concert, April 26, 2015, KALW 91.7FM radio host Sarah Cahill 
interviewed Helen Callus and Greg Rathje for a live 40-minute segment of  her program, 
“Revolutions Per Minute.”  KDFC 90.3FM radio announcers also gave on-air plugs for the Spring 
Concert.  Writer Janet Levaux wrote a preview article about the Spring Concert for the Bay Area 
Newspaper Group neighborhood papers that appeared in the Alameda Journal, Berkeley Voice, and 
on the newspaper’s website.  The May issues of  Oakland and Alameda Magazines had a calendar 
listing with an accompanying color photograph of  Helen Callus for the Spring Concert. !
Kiwanis Club of  Berkeley Pops Concert on June 14, 
2015 
The Pops Concert, sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of  
Berkeley, and held at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of  
the Ascension in Oakland, featured four Concerto 
Competition winners and a mix of  selections from the 
season, including music of  Berlioz, and popular music 
of  Leroy Anderson and John Philip Sousa. The four 
Concerto Competition winners and their concerti:  
Mitchell Marvin, oboe, in Hummel’s Introduction, Theme, 
and Variations for Oboe and Orchestra; Eitan Spiegel, tuba, 
in Vaughan Williams’ Concerto for Bass Tuba and 
Orchestra; Jin-Young Heo, violin, in 
Beethoven’s Concerto in D Major for Violin, 
third movement; and  
Leon Chou, piano, Gershwin’s Concerto in F, 
first movement.  All four soloists delivered 
inspiring  
performances of  their concerti that spanned 
over 100 years and represented four different 
musical styles.   As always, the maestro and 
the musicians donned funny hats while 
audience clapped with the music and stood 
for the final piece on the program, Sousa’s 
Stars and Stripes Forever. !



The orchestra honored 22 graduating musicians who were headed off  to prestigious schools such as 
Oberlin College, University of  Washington, USC, Parsons School of  Design, UCLA, UC Berkeley, 
UC Davis, and UC Irvine.  Board member 
Valdez Hill gave $50 to each YPSO senior. 
The orchestra honored its top four Practice-
A-Thon musicians/ fundrasiers for 2015 
(with prizes provided by board member 
Valdez Hill):  Elias Joseph, Melanie Kim, 
Alexander Zlokapa, and Cole Perez.  The 
board also recognized immediate past Board 
Secretary and former parent, Lynn Mackay, 
for her years of  service to YPSO. !
Board member Valdez Hill awarded the First 
Annual Jacqueline Fregier Music Awards to 
honor his long-time friend who passed away 
in January 2015. Jackie Fregier was an avid supporter of  YPSO over the years.  The Fregier 
scholarship program will assist high school seniors and college students majoring in music or help 
continue their music education. YPSO trumpeter Oliver Taylor received a $2,000 check and violinist 
Ellie Kanayama received a $1,000 check. Valdez also presented checks for $200 to each of  the seven 
2014-15 Concerto Competition winners.  !
David Ramadanoff ’s Completed 26th Season as Music Director/Conductor 
Music Director and Conductor David Ramadanoff  completed his twenty-sixth season as music 
director of  YPSO.  He has been and continues to be the center of  the YPSO program.  He, along 
with the coaches, is the main reason for the orchestra’s musical achievements. The musicians are very 
connected to him and respect him a great deal; therefore, they are 
willing to go on a musical journey with him and work hard to reach 
the musical goals he sets for them. !
In his year-end report, the Maestro called 2014-15 “an incredible 
season.”  He said he always has certain expectations, and the 
orchestra consistently surpassed them this season.  “I look at the 
repertoire we’ve performed: Gershwin (twice!) Berlioz (two pieces), 
Saint-Saens, Debussy, Ravel, Mahler (our first performance of  one 
of  his symphonies!!), a World Premiere by one of  our alumni.  This 
year we had seven concerto competition winners, all of  them 
greatly deserving of  their spots on our programs!  Our orchestra took all of  this on, grew with it, and 
enjoyed it.  If  I had to pick a particular event, it would be the performance in Scottish Rite 
auditorium, where they really hit a high level with the entire program, most particularly with the 
Mahler symphony.” !!
A YPSO First:  Los Angeles Philharmonic Gave the World Premiere of  YPSO Alumnus 
Dylan Mattingly’s Commissioned Work on May 26, 2015 at Disney Hall 
YPSO 2009 alumnus, Dylan Mattingly (cello) had his commissioned composition for the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic receive its world premiere by the LA Phil on 
May 26, 2015 at Disney Hall. in Los Angeles.   John Adams, the 
Pulitzer Prize winning Berkeley composer, conducted the premiere 
of  Dylan's piece, Seasickness and Being (in love). The Los Angeles 
Times’ Mark Swed gave Dylan’s piece a good review. This event 
marked the first time in the history of  YPSO that an alumnus has 
had a composition performed by the Los Angeles Philharmonic.  



!
In the 2008-09 season, Dylan, YPSO's principal cellist, and a Berkeley High School senior, won the 
Concerto Competition and the orchestra premiered his composition Rain, Steam and Speed. Dylan had 
a commission premiered by Berkeley Symphony in December 2012, which YPSO interns performed 
with the symphony. Dylan graduated from Bard College in New York in June 2014 with a double 
major in composition and classics, and is now a graduate student in composition at Yale University.  
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